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oLet everything grow I O

Mt. 13224-30

(The parable of the weedsnong the wheat

August19, 2023

Dear Friends and Supporters of St. Nicholaus

My daughters andrecentlyvisited St. Nicholaug July. Everything grows! The children are growing up.

Between December 202ihd July 2023 we welcomed six new

children into our home.

During my previouwisit in Januay 2023the leadership team |
and | had discussed changesdgards taising the different
existing buildingsWe agreed that all the boys should move t
the buildingthat we had constructed in 20@8ce the young '

adults who used to live there had moved olitthfe girls

- . ooy -
would remain in the older main building. - (;;_ T

The young adults visited usJdaly
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After somerenovation work was completed, all the
boys moved irFebruay 2023.The children share
bedroomsaccording to their age groups. Some children

with special needsave their own bedrooms.

We hired more caregivers as welladditional staff for |

cooking and cleaning.

Living Room

Thefirst thing | noticed when | arrived at St. Nicholaus

was how quiet it was. | was missing the usual noise leve
" : although all

kids were

home for the school holiday$he 23 girls and 21 boys are neor
spreadbut on the compound now than they used toTbe meals

are so much quieter when only half of the gengathered
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Girls and boys are only separated in the living quarters but outside they have
lots of space to play together.
They take weekly turns gathering}
eitherat t h erthdgoi yrsl 6s

living roomfor evening prayer

We took our trampolie apart in

Germany, put all the parts in a the move which take as a sign

suitcase and reassembled
everything in Tanzania!

No one complained to me about

that everyone is happyith the

changes we made.

The children are excited aboul
their new trampolire! '

In my last letter at Easter time | wrote about Joshua afaja who both joined our family December
2022. Both children have changed so much in the past eight months! Whlenalfirst came, we thougé
was blind, deaf and unable to wakt.that time he was very sick and he hardly responiheduly | met a
‘W completelydifferent boy!'We had given him

: f';!j; the name Joshua since we did not know

‘ ‘m“; anything about him. After the child recovered
he was able to tell us that his nam&rdon.

He speakghe Ugandan languadpit he is
picking up on Swabhili now. He is happy, full

of energy and he has made friends among the
kids.

Gordonhas transformed into
Spidermath

| Joshua/Gordn on the day he
arrived inDeember 2022

Pelagia is a happy girl as weBihe has cerebral paldg.the
beginning she would crawl a Id@y now she walksfreely without a

walking aid. She loves to play with other kids.

And then we received John and Jason in Marble. children are
both three years ol&ocial Welfare Servicestransferredhemfrom a

childrendéds home for infants t




Thesocial welfareofficer asked us to take the childréar justone week
while she would prepare the adoption papers for the chilé&gnow the
boys have been with us for five mostfithe social welfare officer never
returned to our house although we have be#imgdner many times
askingabout heplans for the childrerPersonally | would be most happy
for the children
if they were
adoptedBut an

adoption should

Jason und John bei ihrer Ankunft im Ma

take place wihe
the children are still small and they should bet
transferedfrom one childrefs home to another

during theproces®f adoption

John und Jason

While | was at St. Nicholaus we received two girls.
Vanessas 12 years old. Her mother died of AIDS three
years ago. She too is HIV positivelthough shas under
treatment her health is not go@he also has epilepsy
Vanesa has been living with her older sister since her

mother had passed aw&o far she hardly went to school

because
o e = of her
Van ith her older sister
anessav| er older siste poor

health. We decided to enroll her in school when the new
school year starts in January 2024. Until then we will do our
best to help ¥nessamprove her health and to regain

physical strength and energy.

Two days later we welcomed Edizeth to our home.

She is seven years older mother had asked us for support. vanessa

She is a single mother living with her three children on one
of the islands iLake Victoria.Elizabeth las severe health

issues and is physically and mentally very challenged.

Eliabeth with her mother 4




