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The Lord has risen from the dead, as he said;
Let us all exult and rejoice, for he reigns for all eternity,
Alleluja.

Easter 2017
Dear Friends and Supporters of St. Nicholaus Children's Center,
Easter Greetings from all of us at St. Nicholaus!
140 days have passed since my last newsletter for Christmas and this one. And when so many people are
living together in one house our days are filled with daily chores, school, the arrival of new children and
staff, volunteers and visitors, celebrations, sunshine and rain, power cuts and much more.

Between Christmas and New Year we celebrated the
inauguration of our St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Kemondo.
We had already become a parish a year ago but we had to
fulfill a few things until we received the Bishop's permission to
celebrate this event. The celebration was African style: joyful,
colorful and with many, many people singing and dancing!
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Right after New Year, we went with
eleven children and seven adults on a trip to
Kigoma at Lake Tanganyika. We went
swimming every day, the zebras came to our
guesthouse and to make sure that this would
be an educational trip as well we took the
kids to a museum!

The children (and the adults as well) enjoyed a
wonderful relaxing holiday. It was so good to see the
children happy and carefree before they started a new
school year on January 9th.

The school year in Tanzania begins in January and
ends
in December. This year we have eight children in
Preschool and kindergarten, three children started first
grade, and twelve children attending the upper grades.
Only six children remain at home. This is because they
are either too young or because there is no school in
our area that can attend to their special needs.
Magdalena and Joseph moved to boarding school.
The school insists that all students attend boarding
school in their final year so that they are able to study
from 5 am until 10 pm without distractions.
Hadija has also gone to boarding school. She started
first grade at a school for blind and vision impaired children. The first few weeks were difficult for the
children and we are missing them greatly. We are happy to have them back for the Easter holidays.
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Since January, eight children from our house
have started with First Communion classes. We
used to drive the children to church for their lessons
five times a week for an entire year. Having learned
my lesson,

I have asked the parish priest and the catechist to
conduct classes on our compound this year. This
saves us a lot of time driving around. The
children from the neighborhood also benefit from
this arrangement as it saves them walking two
miles to church every day. First Communion will
be in November.
Flavia came to us in December. She is five years old and comes from a difficult family situation. She is
going to the same kindergarten class as Kalokola. Because Flavia
had been visiting us in the past, it was not difficult for her to adjust.

Our newest child is little Editha. She is six years old. She has
a Microcephalus, Epilepsy, Cerebral Palsy and a mental disability.
In 2012, her parents came with her to our Outpatient Clinic on
Saturday for the first time. The family lives in our neighborhood.
In 2013, the father committed suicide. Since then the mother is raising
the four children by herself. At one point, she stopped taking Editha to
our Saturday clinic. Instead she would sent Editha`s older sister.

In the past five years we watched
how Editha`s condition worsened
despite our efforts to support the
family. The mother had given up on
Editha and did not respond to our pleas
and offers of help.
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So finally, in February we took Editha in. She weighed only 15 lbs!
The first two nights she cried for several hours, which surprised us. It
clearly shows that she notices much more of what is going on around
her than what we initially thought.
Today, Editha is very happy at our house. With open eyes and ears
she is observing everything that is going on around her. So far, she
has gained 5 lbs. Despite her severe disabilities, she is in good health.
It is such a joy to see how a little bundle becomes a laughing child.
She is the 29th little sunshine in our house!

Besides two new children, we also welcomed three new staff to our
house. Between July 2016 and Easter we had seven volunteers and
eighteen guests from Germany, Switzerland and the USA. All those
people bring a lot of joy and excitement. However, our daily lives go on
nevertheless.
Lent had a special surprise of fasting for us: Tanesco, the Tanzanian power company gave us
numerous power cuts: first for five days in a row, later for nine days. In Tanzania, life goes on without
electrical power but it does slow down many areas of (work-) life. In the Western world, this would have
called for a state of emergency. On a positive note, one could also say that Tanzania is setting a good
example for protecting the environment. Other countries only switch off their lights for one hour and make
sure it is broadcasted in the media. However, we were blessed to get solar light recently so that we do not
have to sit in a dark house in the mornings and evenings trying to find our way with the light of a cell phone.
We also have a generator that runs the washing machine. Boniface, our youngest has learned to say the
word "generator". What a vocabulary for a two-year old! At the same time as we experienced the prolonged
power cuts the rain season was in full force and all our kids and caregivers came down with colds. But
sooner or later, the sun shines again, the power comes back and the snot has dried up. Another reason to
look forward to the Easter holidays!
The week before Easter, we took the older children, two caregivers and volunteers to Musoma to visit
Maria and Steven who have been living there since August. It was good to see them again.
On the way home, we had a special surprise for the children:
We went to the Serengeti to see Tanzania's wildlife! The
entrance fee to the National Park is only $ 1 per child but we
had never been
there because it is
such a long drive.
Tanzania is a very
big country. We
were traveling for
five days but the excitement of the kids made it worth it!

4

Before I close this letter, I would like to share some news that is sad for me personally as well as for
many in Kemondo and in the Bukoba Diocese. San Damiano Mission, which Sr. Anne and I started and
built in 1999, will be closing. After eighteen
years serving in the mission, Sr. Anne will
return to the USA. The three Indian Sisters
who have been serving at the mission with
her for nine years will return to India. The
Sisters` house will be handed over to the
Diocese of Bukoba. At this point, it has not
been decided yet who will continue the
Sisters' ministries. The farewell will be in Mid
May. Many people will be very sad to see the
Sisters go.

We are wishing all of you a joyful Feast of the Resurrection!

Stefanie Köster and the children and caregivers at St. Nicholaus

P.S.:
Please do not send us any more packages to St. Nicholaus! We know that you mean well but the
Tanzanian law has changed recently. From now on ALL packages are opened by customs and they charge
us 50 % of the value stated on the package. In order to get the package, we have to make three trips to the
post office, three trips to customs and one trip to the bank to make the payment. We run around town for
two hours for this and have to pay a lot of money.
Food, medicine and cosmetics cannot be sent at all. Such items require special custom forms and permits
which are impossible to get. So please never send these items.
However, you can still send us small things in padded
envelops (see picture as an example). Those are no
trouble at all and do not get opened by customs.
Please write: "Donated Used Items Value $ 0" on the
custom's slip.
Thank you for your understanding.

5

