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September 2014 - 3 Years St. Nicholaus Children’s Center
"The Stone, the builders rejected, has become the cornerstone.
The Lord has done this and it is marvelous in our eyes."
Psalm 118: 22-23

Dear Friends and Supporters of St. Nicholaus Children’s Center!
The above quote is written on the cornerstone in front of our house and it has become our
theme.
On Wednesday,
September 17, 2014, we
celebrated our third
anniversary since moving
into St. Nicholaus. At that
time, we moved in with
ten children and two
caregivers. Today our
family counts 22 children
and many “Mamas”.
Our schoolchildren had a
one-week break and so
we could all go together
for a day trip with our new bus. We went to see the Franciscan Sisters in Biharamulo. The Sisters
treated us with great love, good food, candy, and juice and little gifts. We had a wonderful day.
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On August 12th little David was born. But the
circumstances of his birth were not good. His
mother Agatha is paralyzed on the left side of
her body. She lives with her mother in a mud hut
in the village. Agatha already has a 10-year old
son. Mwolokozi too is semi-paralyzed. He also
has Epilepsy and a mental disability. For three
years, Agatha and Mwolokozi have been coming to our Outpatient Clinic on Saturdays where
Mwolokozi receives physical therapy and medication for Epilepsy. For both mother and son
those Saturday clinics are the highlight of
the week. It is the only time they get out,
meet other mothers and children, have tea
and cookies and toys and company.
At the beginning of the year, Agatha
told us that she had been raped by her
neighbor and is pregnant. During her
pregnancy, she had many problems due to
her disability and malnourishment. Three
times she had to be hospitalized. We
supported her with food and visited her in
the hospital. When she went to the
hospital again in August, we took
Mwolokozi temporarily into our center.
We were all happy and relieved when
David was born. He is a healthy little boy.
After mother and child were discharged from the hospital,
we spontaneously decided to take them into our center for
some time. Too many newborns in Tanzania are still dying
because of infections, and mothers because of post-natal
problems. We did not really have a room to spare but we
fixed mattresses on the floor in the bedroom of our little
boys. After one week, we took Agatha and her two children
back to the village. We continue to look after them every
Saturday. David is gaining weight and is doing well.
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At the same time, I had been looking for the man who raped Agatha and reported him to the
local authorities. I thought it is important to make it a point that a woman with a disability has
the right to be protected from abuse and rape. Already we are taking care of five children at our
center whose mothers are disabled and who are not able to look after themselves and their
children. This shows that abusing and raping disabled women is rather common in this society
and is not viewed as an injustice. Reporting the rapist has caused a stir up in the village. The man
has a wife and six children. Since people have started talking, he is in trouble with his wife. He
was called to appear before the local court on September 14th. Two days earlier he showed up at
our center asking me to drop his case. He agreed to pay monthly child support. We will see how
he follows up, otherwise we will take the case to court.

Furthermore, I can report that we have received a new child. Safura is 8
years old. She has cerebral
palsy and needs a walking aid.
She is mentally disabled like

her

mother. I was surprised to see
how much mother and daughter
resemble each other in looks
and behavior. Safura’s mother
was sexually abused as well
and is neither able to look after
herself nor her daughter.

I have met a number of women with this fate. So far I can only help their children. I would
love to build a simple structure on our grounds where we can take in disabled women with their
children. The idea is a facility for assisted living for disabled women. We could take in women in
need such as Agatha or Safura’s mother. The building would include three simple rooms (with
an option to extend as needed), two simple bathrooms and showers and a kitchen. The estimated
building costs would come up to $ 20 000.
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Finally, in August Katharina and Anna-Lea, two volunteers who had been with us for a year /

5 months returned to their homes in Germany. But we already received three new volunteers. At
first, our noisy family might be a shock but leaving us at the end is so much harder….
So far, Ebola has not reached us and we pray that it will not...
Many greetings from all of us,
Stefanie Köster with all the children and caregivers

P.S.: Please note my new e-mail address: SEKoester@t-online.de
My old address with Yahoo is still functioning but due to two hacker attacks I want to close
down this account.
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