
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kemondo, December 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
"Let us all rejoice in the Lord,  

for our Savior has been born in the world. 

Today true peace has come down to us from heaven." 
 

Dear Friends and Supporters of St. Nicholaus,  

We have celebrated the season of Advent! Our children at St. Nicholaus love this time of the year 

because we have an Advent calendar filled with candy – one piece of candy per child for 24 days – this 

multiplies to 720 pieces of sweets! On December 

25 the children look in disbelieve at the empty 

bags! 

            In 2017, a lot has happened in our 

house. In the following, I would like to offer you a 

review of our year.  

       We took the kids on short trips within 

Tanzania. The children really enjoyed having a 

vacation. In addition, many volunteers and 

visitors from Germany, Switzerland and the US 

came to see and stay with us.  
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      Last May, the Franciscan Sisters of Springfield, IL 

closed their 

mission in 

Kemondo and 

returned to their 

respective 

countries. They 

ministered to the 

people of Kemondo for 18 years. Their untiring service, loving 

presence and heart-felt friendship are sorely missed. 

  

 

    In September we celebrated the 

6th anniversary of St. Nicholaus 

Children's Center.                 

        

 

 

 

    In last year’s Christmas letter and past 

communications, I shared about Maria and her 

brother Steven. I transferred the siblings in August 

2016 to a group home for adults with disabilities, 

located in Musoma, 400 mi away from St. Nicholaus. 

On May 17, 2017 Maria died in this home at the age 

of 20. We were deeply saddened and shocked to 

receive this unexpected news.  

      Steven returned home to us a few days later. He 

was emaciated and had many seizures. We are 

happy to share that he has regained weight and is 

free of seizures due to taking his medication 

regularly. Steven is happy to be back with us!  
Visiting Maria and Steven 
in Musoma in April 2017 
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      The children have mastered another school year. 

All are proudly presenting their report cards and are 

happy to progress to the next grade-level! 

  

     Magdalena is our first child to finish primary 

school. We are extremely proud of her and 

threw a big graduation party for her! In January 

she will be a secondary school boarding 

student (grades 8-11) at a Catholic Girls' 

School run by Sisters. 

            Other children, too, will join different 

boarding schools in 2018: Joseph and Nazalius 

will graduate from primary school in September 

2018 and therefore spend the last year of primary school as boarding students. This requirement 

safeguards studying for the national exams without distractions. Hadija continues to attend a school 

concentrating on educating blind children. 

Mtagwaba will start first grade in a school 

specializing in teaching hearing-impaired 

children.  

         Asimwe, our oldest teenager (18) will 

pursue vocational training for cooking and 

tailoring. Anthony and his friend Antidius will 

attend a farming school. Thus, seven of our 

youngsters will leave us for boarding school next 

year and will only return home to St. Nicholaus 

during school vacations. We will miss them and 

daily life for us will change once they leave, as      

                                                                                       the younger ones will claim to be the big kids! 

        I am often asked what will become of our children when they grow into adults. We have learned 

from the sad experience with Maria and will no longer transfer any of our special needs children turned 

adults to another institution in the future. Instead, we decided to build another house within the next few 

years to accommodate adults with disabilities. Since 14-year old Steven is presently our oldest requiring 

life-long care, the need for construction of another building is not an immediate project, but a mid-term 

goal. 

Magdalena at her school graduation on 

December 1, 2017! 

Joseph, Mtagwaba (in the wheel chair), Nazalius, Antidius, Anthony, 
Magdalena, Asimwe, (Hadija is missing on the picture) 
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     The other children will join secondary and vocational schools according to their abilities. This step 

into adulthood is usually tied together with moving to a boarding school since it is not possible to 

commute to distant schools every day. As a mother, I struggle to see the children leave our home. 

However, this is part of growing up for the children - and letting go is a task for every mom. 

 

      Advent has been filled with many festive occasions and events:  

      On November 26th - Christ the King -  

eight of our children were among 130 

children from our parish receiving their 

First Holy Communion. 

      

          On December 6th we celebrated the feast of 

our patron saint, St. Nicholaus.                                                                                  

The day before the children cleaned their shoes and 

put them outside their bedrooms to find them filled 

with apples and candy the next morning! We also 

celebrated Holy Mass at our house in honor of our 

patron saint.        
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    Also this month of December we received 

new children: 

     Annajoyce (12) who has a physical disability 

has been living with us since her mother died in 

2012 while her siblings moved in with their 

grandmother. Sadly, in September the 

grandmother died unexpectedly. Annajoyce's 

older siblings Adventina (14) and Kaijage (15) will continue their schooling at boarding school but now 

have come to stay with us during the school holidays. Little Menrad (8) will live with us. The children 

enjoy being reunited while grieving the loss of their grandmother and main caregiver. All the joyful noise 

and activities in our house help to cheer them up.  

     And lastly, just recently on Friday, December 15 at 5 pm I 

received a phone call from a nearby hospital. A baby had 

been found abandoned in the bush and was taken to the 

hospital. The little girl has cerebral palsy and epilepsy. She 

is severely disabled. We guess her to be about a year old. 

She was left to die in the bush in the heavy rains of the 

current rain season. Anyhow, her guardian angel intervened. 

This year little Rosie is our Christ Child! During the few days 

that she has been with us, her condition has improved 

visibly. Thanks to your prayerful support and generosity, we 

always have room for the unwanted! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many thanks for your continued support and prayers. 

We wish you a merry Christmas and God's abundant blessings for the New Year 2018, 

Stefanie Köster, the children and caregivers 


